Evaluation and separation of steroid-bovine serum albumin conjugates by high-performance liquid chromatography.
The conventional methods for characterization of steroid immunogens are based on the determination of the total amount of hapten bound to the protein carrier either by the UV spectroscopy or titration of unsubstituted amino groups. These methods do not allow more detailed insight into the immunogen composition. HPLC of the immunogen combined with UV detection is a relatively rapid and convenient method enabling determination of the hapten content in each fraction and, eventually, separation of individual fractions differing in the hapten content or purification of crude product.